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Welcome in the most beautiful bay of Europe

Spiez, on the southern shore of Lake Thun, stands in a natural amphitheatre, over- looking a charming bay and is surrounded by orchards, vineyards and wooded hills. It enjoys a mild climate and welcomes guests from spring, when the trees are in blossom, until late autumn, when the coloured leaves of the woods contrast with the Bernese Alps glistening of snow.

The gorgeous castle of Spiez with its long history dominates the magnificent landscape surrounding the Lake Thun. Whether seen from the lake or the shore, its commanding position and picturesque charm are a constant source of delight. This mighty fortress, the "Golden Court" of the Middle Ages, is to the Swiss a symbol of Bernese and Federal history. The architectural history of the almost 1000 years old castle reveals the transformation of an inhabited stronghold, the medieval fortress, into a typical residence of a Bernese patrician family. The cultural epochs of the Romanesque basilica with its unique crypt and strange choir frescoes dates back to the 10th century and is the work of the early Christian period.

The cellar of the castle reveals another chapter of the history book, that of the wine growing. It is said that the producing of wine dates back to the Romans. Although this cannot be proved, it is sure that in the 18th century the inhabitants of this little town were mainly occupied with work in the vineyards. Today the Spiez wine is still very much appreciated.

Today, Spiez counts approx. 12’630 inhabitants; the community of Spiez also includes the holiday resort Faulensee, Einigen, Hondrich and Spiezwiler. Spiez offers about 600 hotel beds as well as a large choice of private accommodations. It is ideally situated in the centre of the Bernese Oberland and is a wonderful starting point for many excursions for example with the steamboat or mountain rambling and walks. For those who like to practise active sport there are tennis courts, mini golf, a yacht harbour, beaches and swimming pools at your disposal. At the Swiss sailing school of Lake Thun, a large number of enthusiastic "sailors" are instructed in conducting a boat each summer. An authorized windsurfing school offers instruction at Faulensee.

Last but not least we would like to underline the importance of our main cultural events: The traditional "Castle-Concerts" in the romanesque church with renowned chamber orchestras, and the Open-Air Performances at the castle, fantastically played by amateur artists. Besides, our cultural calendar is completed with film- and video festival, brass band concerts, art exhibitions and all two years the summer night festival with a huge firework.

We could tell you a lot more about Spiez and its surroundings, but we like leaving it to you to explore our region with its sights. Welcome in the most beautiful bay of Europe.

Tourist Office Spiez, 2010
[image: image2.jpg]s I NIGEN





[image: image3.jpg]


[image: image4.jpg]®loNDRICH



[image: image5.jpg]EAULENEYEE



[image: image6.jpg]SPIE



